
 
 

November 2019 

Richland Baptist 
Association News 

Connecting Christ, 
Churches, Clergy, and 

Community 

 

 
 
 

November Calendar 

11: Veteran’s Day 
(Office Closed) 

11-12: LBC 
Convention 
(Alexandria) 

19: Pastor’s Meeting 
@ Big John’s 11AM 

24-25: YEC 
(Alexandria) 

27-29: Office Closed 
in Observance of 
Thanksgiving 

DOM’s Dispatch 

Fall is in full swing now. The leaves are 
changing color and the air has a brisk cool 
breeze within it. Daylight Savings Time 
has ended and winter is right around the 
corner.  

Fall is a most beautiful reminder that our 
Lord is quite an artist and that no man 
could ever match His splendor in colors. 
That holds true in our lives. The Lord has 
made each one of us unique. We add a 
special ingredient into the portrait of the 
Bride of Christ.  

Church families should show the splendor 
of our Master. The world should be able to 
see his beauty and love through us even 
when it seems that all is so dark. Jesus 
declared that He was the Light of the 
World. Are we as his bride also the Light 
of the World? Let us determine together 
that we will let the splendor of Christ shine 
through us as individuals, as church 
families and as an association. All of us 
make up the bride of Christ. We need 
each other to fulfill the brilliance of Christ’s 
light and love shining to the community in 
which we live and our parish.  

My sincere prayer is that this Thanksgiving 
season, each of us will count all of our 
blessings and give thanks to the one that 
has always provided. Happy Thanksgiving 
to all of you. Together, by the grace of 
God, we will impact our world for Christ.  

I want to thank Bro. Jeff Coleman for input 
in the Pastor’s Corner this month. If any 
Pastors would like to provide their 
testimony, please let me know and I will 
gladly schedule you. We need someone 
each month beginning with the month of 
December.  

-Johnny 

 
 

Pastor’s Corner 
I will never forget the day that my wife and I stood in front of 3,000 
people in Tampa, FL when the former president of the IMB put a 
microphone in my hand and then asked me, “what is a former paper 
mill employee, a redneck from Northeast La doing planting churches 
among an unreached people group in Central Asia?”  I answered him 
with, “I don’t know.” Of course, everyone thought I was being 
funny and laughed, but the truth is, I don’t know how God could use 
someone like me for His glory. 

I was born and raised in Bastrop but left in 1984 to join the Army.  I 
spent the next 3 years in Germany running from God and having no 
desire to return home due to my parent’s divorce. For someone who 
had given their heart to Christ at a young age and had a wonderful 
grandfather who was a pastor, you would never assume I was a 
Christian.  I was just an angry young man. 

After returning, I met my wonderful wife Teresa whom I married in 
1990.  I spent many sleepless nights on my knees before God 
confirmed that yes, I was His child and I recommitted my life to 
Christ and got my most important relationship where it should be.  
We moved to West Monroe where I began my “career” at Riverwood 
and later to Downsville where we built a house to settle down with 
our 2 daughters.  I thought, this will be my life.  I didn’t know that 
God had other plans, and at 33 years old, after a number of years at 
the papermill, I walked away from secular employment to follow 
Christ into the ministry.  After pastoring a couple of years in the 
Ruston area, we moved to Memphis for me to attend seminary and 
from there, God moved us overseas.   

I always thought you would serve on the mission field for the benefit 
of those you were living around, but no, God was doing an even 
greater work in our lives.  I still don’t know how God allowed us to 
open and operate an international humanitarian aid company and 
minister to an unknown number of people and see churches planted 
and people give their hearts to Christ, but He is able. 

Health reasons moved us back to the states after 10 years of ministry 
in Central Asia.   

We then pastored in Leesville before coming here to FBC Delhi.   

If you were to ask me again, after more than 20 years in ministry, 
how God can use a redneck, papermill employee, introvert for His 
glory, I would still answer I don’t know.  But I do know… 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you (ME) 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 
1:6  

I look forward to serving with each of you and whatever help or 
service I can be to you, please let me know. 

I H S 

Jeff Coleman 

FBC Delhi 

 

October 
Contribution 

Total: 
$3,766.83 
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Shade Tree Missions Update 

‘God’s Big Backyard’ Bible Club is still 
going strong four and a half years after its 
beginning. We continue to meet during the 
school  year, but go once a month. We 
average about 30 children and 7 volunteers 
and are scheduled to go the 2nd Saturday of 
each month unless we need to postpone due 
to weather. We are always looking for new 
volunteers so feel free to join the Shade 
Tree Mission Team. 

 

Since school is in session, there are plenty 
of opportunities to minister to students on 
campuses. The Richland Parish School 
Board has a tutoring program where they 
pair a volunteer with a specific child and 
the volunteer meets with the child once a 
week at a set time. Tutoring through the 
School Board is a great way to invest in a 
child and to encourage the school staff. 
Also, Fellowship of Christian Students 
meets once a week at Rayville Junior High 
School and we are always looking for guest 
speakers who are willing to share a 
devotion with the students. Please let me 
know if you would like to be involved. 

 

Over the Christmas Holidays, a mission 
team is coming to work with Shade Tree 
Missions. While they will be engaging in 
numerous mission activities in our area, 
one thing they will be doing for our 
Association is an End of the Year Day 
Camp to be held on December 31st. We will 
have the day camp at the Richland Baptist 
Encampment, and it will feature Bible 
Study, recreation, music, crafts, fun and 
fellowship. More details are coming soon 
but please put the date on your calendar. 
The Day Camp is for children grades 1-6. 

 

Looking Ahead to December 
December 1 - Associational 
Wide Christmas Gathering 
(Choir Fest) @ 6 pm – Start 
Baptist Church 
December 1-8 Week of 
Prayer for International 
Missions 
December 5 - Associational 
Christmas Party @ 6:30 pm 
- Eastside Baptist Church 
December 23-27 office will 
be closed in Observance of 
the Christmas Holidays. 
December 31 - Children’s 
Day Camp @ Encampment 
- 10 am to 3 pm. 
January 1-3 office closed 
for New Years 
 

Richland Association Christmas 
Choir Fest 

December 1, 2019 

6pm 

Start Baptist Church 

Choir Participants: Arrive at 
SBC at 4pm!  

 


